
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

July 11, 2016 
 

  8:30 AM County Auditor to notify all officials of the call to budget 

  9:00 AM Review Consent Agenda 

  9:30 AM Briefing Among Commissioners –Approve County Vouchers  

10:45 AM Public Hearing – Supplemental Appropriation – Veterans Van 

11:00 AM Update – Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

  1:30 PM Update – Planning  

  2:00 PM Closed Session –Union-rocky Jackson 

  4:00 PM Discussion/Public Hearing – Methow Conservancy & Easements – Jason Paulsen & John Sunderland 

  5:00 PM Review Meeting Minutes and Approve   

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on July 11, 2016, 

with, Commissioner DeTro Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner Sheilah Kennedy, 

and Laleña Johns Clerk of the Board present.  

 

The Board of Okanogan County Commissioners convened at 9:00 AM. 

 

Albert Lin was asked to come and discuss some legal matters.  

 

Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1)(i) 

Commissioner Campbell moved to go into Executive Session to discuss potential litigation and 

invited Attorney Albert Lin, Perry Huston and COB for 20 minutes at 9:15 a.m. Motion was 

seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 

 

At 9:35 AM Commissioner DeTro extended executive session another 10 minutes. 

 

Executive Session ended at 9:45 AM. No decisions were made.  

 

County Auditor to notify all officials of the call to budget 

A notice was sent by Cari Hall Finance Manager to all departments calling officials to 

prepare their preliminary budgets and submit to the Auditor.  

 

Motion Extending South End Fence -Fairgrounds 

Commissioner Campbell moved to utilize up to $15,000 for the expense to extend the 

Fairgrounds south end fence and enclose the parking lot for additional camping. Motion 

was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to amend the motion above to strike out the amount 

“$15,000” and insert “up to $18,000 to extend the south end chain link fence and 
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enclose the RV parking for camping.” Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Review Consent Agenda 

 

Briefing Among Commissioners –Approve County Vouchers  

Commissioners briefed each other on last week’s business.  

 

Public Hearing – Supplemental Appropriation – Veterans Van 

Eric Fritts, Michael Stewart 

 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up to staff. Mr. Fritts explained the aged 

Veterans van was originally purchased by Disabled Veterans of America and county. 

The same situation is engaged right now for an all season vehicle. It is not wheel chair 

compliant but Disabled Veterans of America does have a van that comes once a week 

to provide transportation for those in a chair.  

 

Commissioner Campbell asked about the existing van. Disabled Veterans of America 

will take the decals off then return it to us. There is a request from Tonasket Extended 

Care that the van be donated to them as they are getting a grant to outfit it for wheel 

chair accessibility. There are a couple options to consider. It is in good enough shape to 

turn it over to another entity. Commissioners believe it should continue to provide a 

service. Mr. Stewart stated it is a good cause. A resolution would be needed to surplus 

the vehicle if it is transferred to another entity.  

 

Commissioner DeTro closed staff and opened up to public, seeing no public, he opened 

up to commissioner discussion. 

 

Motion Resolution 58-2016 Supplemental Appropriation Veterans Vehicle 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve resolution 58-2016 approving a 

supplemental appropriation of funding in the amount of $16,200 for a portion of the cost 

to purchase a new vehicle for Disabled Veterans of America. Motion was seconded, all 

were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Mr. Stewart reminded the board about a Bridge Dedication from 11-3 in Tonasket on 

Saturday, July 16, 2016. 

 

Update – Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

Jerry Paul  
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Admin Rough followed up with the commissioners on a personnel issue which he did 

discuss with Rocky Jackson as the Board requested.   

 

Admin Rough explained the three Public Works mechanics are topped out in terms of 

steps. Currently, they are grade 18 step 5. Admin Rough thought with the two new 

mechanics still on probation and one with 20 years of experience he would prefer to 

offer additional compensation and incentive so they will stay with the county. Both the 

qualifications and experience is what differentiated the precedence for putting a 

mechanic in that pay range. Mr. Paul estimated an additional $400 per month at $2.20 

per hour extra would be needed. The county benefit package is premium. He further 

compared what city mechanics wage range is compared to what is being requested. 

The commissioners wanted to fully understand the concerns. Commissioner Kennedy 

asked in Mr. Paul’s city comparisons how does our insurance package compare? Mr. 

Paul replied that the county’s benefit package is better.  

 

Mr. Paul explained that if the mechanics are lost he would have to send the equipment 

to Wenatchee for repairs and the costs will be even greater than the requested 

compensation. The two mechanics are voicing their concern about their wage because 

there is an opening with the City of Okanogan for a mechanic offering a higher wage. 

Mr. Paul stated that finding qualified mechanics is very difficult right now.  

 

Admin Rough provided some hourly wage comparisons of city mechanics stating the 

comparisons are not entirely accurate due to some entities offering more benefit than 

others.  

 

Admin Rough explained that this crew is really working out well right now. Mr. Paul 

stated there were many applications received, but the wage was an issue for the 

applicants who were being considered for hire and as a result they turned down the job 

offer. The benefits are very good though and should make up for that.  Mr. Paul stated 

the private sector does pay well and pays more towards medical coverage for 

dependents. Public Works has adequate budget to provide the wage adjustment without 

needing a supplemental. The commissioners stated they would consider the request.  

 

Engineer Tech and Secretary Proposal 

Admin Rough discussed his proposal for Engineer Tech and Secretary Positions. He 

explained what he is looking for in these positions. The commissioners had asked 

Admin Rough to look at the positions to see if more bodies were needed. Admin Rough 

explained an issue with money flowing timely to the projects which are getting done but 

not as efficiently as could be. The fear is that we won’t be able to fulfill our contracted 

obligations due to staffing levels. The commissioners discussed the proposal and 
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agreed that if someone isn’t on top of the funding then the impacts could exceed the 

cost. There is a big need to cross train as it has always been an issue with Public Works 

staff who keep their nose down but do not explore other areas of the work task process 

to cross train. Now that appears to be changing. If someone was hired it would allow 

some of the other employees to focus on their work and this person would help with the 

project funding files. Staff is also working on other things that pull them away from this 

work. Admin Rough stated there are enough Tech IV’s in the office. He thought it would 

be someone who would be an assistant to the Engineer who can help out in multiple 

areas.  

 

Reorganizing Engineering & Finance/Admin 

Admin Rough explained that currently there are both a Senior Financial Assistant and 

Finance Secretary, but there is no one focused on the Administrative Secretary side of 

the office. The customer service end of things in the office is really lacking. If the board 

authorized this person he or she would focus on things like office supply orders, surplus 

preparation, among many routine things that seem to be getting deferred.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy would rather recommend a part-time office assistant. The 

board would like to do this because they understand bodies equate to production. 

Admin Rough stated he would like to see this as a part-time position too with the option 

to reevaluate later once the level of work load is determined. The commissioners 

agreed that the recommendation be advertised and asked that the union be notified. 

The commissioners reminded Mr. Rough that these types of employment proposals 

need to be brought to the board by him not the Engineer.  

 

Road Log Update 

Admin Rough stated the board had asked him to look at the administration side or the 

department. Flow chart, organizational chart has been reviewed by Mr. Rough. He 

believes he is familiar enough about the issues and would prefer to discuss in closed 

session his proposal. If that is what the board would like to see done now is the time to 

make it happen.  

 

He explained he spoke to Albert Lin about the Road Log resolution that was authorized 

in 1955. The main things is that we have all the back ground information, and in regard 

to the next meeting and map, this will delay. It would be good to stick with the meeting 

as scheduled, but the determinations are being reevaluated and takes time to build it 

into the map. It would be preferred by Admin Rough that Engineer Thomson finish the 

map.  Admin Rough explained this will take longer than previously thought. 

Commissioner Kennedy asked what has been done. Road log ledger, and road maps. 

The text in the road log is always the binding factor, but someone in the past it was 
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reversed where road segments were added to the map and the resolution actually says 

that it will be approved as the red lines on the map. There are contradictions with the 

map and the log. Now the red lines on the map, but must have a sound product so the 

board knows what types of decisions will be needed. Commissioner Campbell asked 

when they went out and drove the road because the road would have been in the 

proximity of the road on the map. There has to be something on the ground to show 

where the road is. He would like to get it clarified.  

 

Update – Planning  

Perry Huston, Char Schumacher, Albert Lin, Fire #15 Tanya Vallance 

 

Director Huston discussed the call for budget that was sent out by the Auditor today. In 

preparing for 2017 budget, right now the Professional Services line is about depleted. 

With everything going on right now they will go over the budgeted amount. $16,000 is 

reimbursable by Public Works. He will save about $9,000 due to Ben Rough transition 

to Public Works. He is not concerned about going over the bottom line. He will be 

pointing out the Professional Services and Advertising lines will go over. Does the 

Board wish to split out the different uses for the Professional Services and get 

reimbursed like this year, or does the board wish to track those expenses separately. 

 

Discussion Fire Marshal  

They want to suggest consideration of sales tax add on for public safety add on. They 

do labor under the impression that a large portion could be fee supported. 

Commissioner Kennedy would like to hear from the fire chiefs about why this position is 

needed and why adding another tax to for a fire marshal position. We have not heard 

what we are not getting because we don’t have a fire marshal position. What other 

issues are out there that having a Fire Marshall will accomplish. Director Huston stated 

he spoke to Okanogan and Omak chiefs and they believe what is missing is ongoing 

inspection (commercial establishment) and ongoing enforcement (water flow 

inspections covered under building inspections). 

 

How will we expect one fire Marshall to go around and do the inspections, it just isn’t 

realistic, Commissioner Kennedy stated. Director Huston relayed his experience with 

Fire Marshalls and stated this would be discussed with the chiefs. Commissioner 

Kennedy would like to see the job description. Director Huston thought it would not 

include everything they would do.  
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Closed Session –RCW 42.30.140 (4)(b) Union Negotiations-Rocky Jackson 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into closed session with Perry Huston, Ben 

Rough, Debi Hilts, and Rocky Jackson at 2:15 PM for 15 minutes to discuss pending 

union negotiations. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

At 2:30 PM Commissioner DeTro extended closed session another 15 minutes. 

 

At 2:45 PM Commissioner DeTro extended closed session another 15 minutes. 

 

Closed session ended at 3:00 PM no decisions were made.  

 

DOE –Water availability guidelines 

Director Huston explained some history regarding the guidelines. It is still highlights 

Gamble Gwinn and still no definition. Following Campbell Gwinn you get one 5000 

gallon withdrawal even if you have 100 acre development divided into 5-twenty acre lots 

with one well on each lot.  

 

VSP 

Back to doing inventory, creating a baseline with the next few steps being work 

assignments. The work group seats were discussed, the workgroup is happy with the 

composition. They reinforced the commissioners’ position. Protecting agriculture is one 

of the main issues. Director Huston thought DOE would be providing a person to sit in 

on some of the meetings. VSP is getting their head wrapped around this thing.  

 

Oroville EMS 

A Letter of understanding will be drafted and will accompany the agreement for 

ambulance services in the Oroville area that will provide more clarity as to the 

arrangement.  

 

Tonasket EMS 

A letter was prepared, signed and sent to Life Line, Jeff Lang, to begin the contract 

negotiations for Ambulance services in the Tonasket EMS District.  

 

Director Huston, Clerk of the Board, and Life Line Wayne Walker met at the Tonasket 

Fire Hall on Thursday July 7, 2016 to take a look at the ambulance hall, ambulances, 

and equipment so we could get an idea of how things have been cared for. Photos were 

taken of areas of concern such as the dirty ill maintained fire hall, equipment that 

appeared to be scattered around in various piles that may have been trash. The Clerk of 

the Board explained that she, Mr. Huston and, Mr. Walker met with the Pastor of the 
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Church to discuss the possibility of Life Line using the house for EMT’s. The Pastor 

provided the agreement between the Parsonage and Mr. Michael Greene the TEMS 

district director for use of the house. A copy was obtained. The Pastor explained that as 

long as the agreement was with a governmental agency the property tax expense would 

stay affordable. Mr. Huston stated the Pastor was agreeable to signing another 

agreement with the Governing Board of Tonasket EMS for Life Line to use the house for 

EMS EMT’s. The agreement will be presented for signature. 

 

Another item Director Huston shared with the board was the inspection of the 

Parsonage garage that was apparently off limits to EMT’s use. When the unlocked 

garage door was opened there were several EMS bags tossed onto the floor. After 

inspection of the contents of the bags, it appeared the bags were full of training 

equipment with CPR dummies inside of several sizes. It appeared based on the dust 

and dirt and cobwebs covering the bags that no one cared to properly put them away.  

Life Line was concerned whether the Ambulance garage could support the continued 

level of service by Life Line.  

 

Life Line could not find any stickers on the equipment showing the equipment was 

certified. Many of the batteries were older than 10 years with no signs of it being 

certified.  

 

The Clerk of the Board has worked to gather all the inventory, equipment maintenance 

logs, but to no avail. She was told that there were none by the Director and EMTs.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to direct the Clerk of the Board and Director Huston to 

come up with a plan of action to address the needs of the Tonasket EMS District. 

Motion was seconded, all in favor, motion carried.  

 

Discussion/Public Hearing – Methow Conservancy & Easements – Jason Paulsen 

& John Sunderland 

 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing to staff. Director Huston stated we are here to 

discuss proposals for conservation easements. The proponents are required to consult 

with the commissioners. The board wished to provide time for the public to comment on 

the proposals. 

 

Jason Paulsen Methow Conservancy Director. Mr. Paulsen thanked the board for the 

time to come and explain the proposals. He met with the board back in April to confer 

and relate the two proposals. He was asked to prepare the presentations so that the 

public was provided with time to comment on the proposal. Commissioner Kennedy 
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asked what the deadline is for submitting to RCO is July 15, 2016. There are two 

different dates in August then it goes into a black box and sometime before the next 

legislative session they learn how they are ranked. The comments could be in as late as 

the next legislative session but recommended they be submitted before that. He 

encouraged comments be submitted before January 2017.  

 

Mr. Paulsen provided a slide presentation. 

 

Mr. Paulsen explained competition with the funding and that the land trusts appear to do 

a better job at implementing conservation easements. They have been working hard to 

get RCO to see that land categories be both supportive in agriculture and accommodate 

recreation and to not see those as negative activities. Property can bring multiple 

benefits. Confer requires them to come to the BOCC to confer and BOCC comment.  

 

They are still planning to submit two easement proposals. This is at the front end of 

finding funding for the transaction opportunity, then there is a long process anywhere 

from 10-18 months before the terms are even provided and land owner has only agreed 

to discuss getting to that point. Because of the continued ag use there is no negative tax 

impact on the two properties if put into conservation easement.   

 

Project #1 Black Canyon Orchard Property-Anders Property 

This project is 35 irrigated orchard acres with historical use being in apples. Asking the 

state for $92,500 plus transaction costs. He showed on a map where the property is 

located. He showed the aerial photo of the property and showed the Carlton Complex 

fire impacted area.  

 

Project #2 Lehman Uplands Project 

Historical use of the property has been grazing for cattle, dryland farming and open 

space. These uses would be continued. The landscape is shrub steppe with mule deer 

winter range. This is around 1,028 acres and tax status is current use ag.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked who would be able to graze the land on the Lehman 

property. Mr. Paulsen stated it could either be used by the property owner or it could be 

leased out. They would work with NRCS who would work with the landowner to come 

up with a grazing plan. They are intended to ensure that NRCS best practicing methods 

are continued. Commissioner Kennedy stated their intended benefit is that they sell the 

development rights under the CE and she disagrees with that because of long term  

 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up to public comment. A signup sheet was 

circulated. 
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Craig Boesal Winthrop came to support the conservation easement he is the original 

conservation easement that was started in 1978 and is a good program to ensure 

agriculture activities continue in the Methow. It gives people an opportunity to maintain 

ag in the Methow.  

 

John Sunderlund stated Friday afternoon he explored the landscape again and one of 

the impacts to grazing lands to identify. One impact is much of the fencing has burned, 

but repairs are coming along. 

 

Steve Kieffer Twisp. He is Charlie Lehman neighbor and he wants the land to remain in 

agriculture and is very much in favor of the proposal.  

 

Charlie Lehman stated the purpose is to keep his ranch intact. It has been in the family 

since 1905 and the easements will help with that. He has a report with the Methow 

people and believes this to be a good project. 

 

Vic Stokes the conservation easements have been a good thing for his family. Not over 

oppressing on management but do come out once a year to ensure compliance with the 

easement language. There are many acres that can be used and works well and makes 

our forest permits more viable and hopes the commissioners support the easements.  

 

Art Zinc had one question as he had trouble imagining why someone would object to 

these types of conservation easements. Commissioner DeTro stated this is only to 

obtain comments not a question and answer. Mr. Zinc stated he supports the 

easements and thinks it supports agriculture well. 

 

Mark Stennis Methow. His family has been in the ag business since 1894 and his family 

has also put land in conservation easement and fully supports these proposals. There 

were very few changes to their ag practices and have been good to work with.  

 

Carleen Anders and Lynn Anders Pateros. Ms Lynn Anders stated she is excited about 

this season and hopes to put the land back into use after the fire. Everything was 

burned including the equipment to care for the orchard so she took out her orchard. This 

is an opportunity to put it back into production. It actually sits on a larger parcel of 280= 

acres. Carleen Anders stated this option gives her family an opportunity for recovery in 

this county. They support this possibility. Owners have an options. It has been her 

mother’s wish to keep the land in agriculture. When the orchard was taken out, many 

commented that the land would be great land to develop. That was when they began to 

explore other options for the land.  
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Commissioner DeTro closed comment period and opened up for staff. Director Huston 

stated we have conferred and how they proceed is up to the board. There is time to 

provide our feedback comments and it is up to the board how they wish to proceed. In 

terms of the vehicle to transmit information to the state there are options. It is somewhat 

new ground as it is more formal process. At this point staff asked for direction. 

Commissioner Kennedy asked Jason Paulsen can either one of the easement property 

can be sold. The property could be sold and the easement is recorded as an 

encumbrance. The easement itself is very unusual. The obligation is there to be met 

and the value in the books is zero for the conservation easement the ownership is the 

obligation in perpetuity. Mr. Sunderland stated the easements could be assigned if the 

Methow conservation district seize to exist and they have an arrangement with the 

Chelan County conservation. They provide for the succession so the obligation to 

enforce the easement carry’s over. The easements are not sold because they have no 

value. Commissioner Kennedy asked what the value is then. John Sunderland stated 

they are extinguishing the rights and the loss of value. The right to sell the property is 

being extinguished.  Commissioner Kennedy asked how the numbers are used. Mr. 

Sunderlund stated as a land trust they have to have an appraiser with high standards. 

They do use the yellow book appraisals, and must have the add-on certification for 

conservation easements. They figure out what the value is right now, and take 

comparable sales of like property for the comparison. The before value is straight 

forward and is the first part of the appraisal and based on comp sales. Then the 

easement itself is derived and is a difficult analysis.  

 

Commissioner DeTro closed public hearing.  

 

Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 

Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 

and those expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have 

been recorded on a list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did 

vote, by unanimous vote, to approve the CE vouchers in the amount of $976,600.43 

and payroll warrants in the amount of $923,884.55. Warrant numbers as cited on the 

attached blanket voucher list. Motion seconded and carried.  

 

Voucher Certification – Methow Valley EMS District 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the Board of County commissioners and 

Convene as the Methow Valley EMS District.  Motion was seconded and carried. 

 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve the Methow Valley EMS voucher in the 

amount of $54,456.58. Motion was seconded and carried. 
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Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the Methow Valley EMS District and re-

convene as the Board of County Commissioners.  Motion was seconded and carried. 

 

Review Meeting Minutes and Approve   

Commissioners reviewed the meeting minutes of June 29, 2016 and July 5, 2016. 

 

Commissioner DeTro adjourned the 5:10 p.m. 

 


